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Spoken English

10 English Expressions With The Word "CALL"
You know what it means to make a phone call. But what does
it mean to callthe shots, call someone’s bluff,or call dibs? Today
you'lllean 10 idioms and expressions with this word.
To be fluent in English, you need to be familiar with common
idioms, these litle phrases or expressions that can't be translated

literally..

Ready t0 lear these 1) expressions with call? Let’s et sart-

~CALLITADAY- 3% 509 e Sdioifo

This expression means to stop doing something (especially
working) because the work is complete or because no more
s being made ~ you'll continue on the next day.
j've written 20 pages of the report. Let’s call it a day."™
B 20 Do 2308 ERrn.a8 b Spol

#2- CALL IT QUITS. 2222227 72 7007
ich means to stop

A similar expression is “call it quits” W

. usually more permanently

K
S8 SrsD8 mabo sio Se TYFore SFRIG
Sometimes it used for the end of a partnership or romantic
reationship.
ohn and Sarah couldn’t agree on whether or not to have
ehildren, s0 they called i quits and went their separate ways."™
=5 $0a T e wwe S o) Hidbo s
sofiorns oERsto S DB 08 38 Erepdd
s,
# — CALL THE SHOTS- &5 1 $oto, Soags
Sgcsmen Bk
(The expression “call the shots” means (o be in charge, (0 be

Sorry, I can't give you approval for this part of the proj-
eet. You should talk to Diana, she’s the one calling the shots.™
¥, & BEG H &5 elrbostn 5% darws
S, D0 .’3’\5 oD a3,

i comes from the sports of pool (billiards) and target shoot-

the ball o bullt before they shoot,
# -~ CALL SOMEONE'S BLUFF-
DrdoHe.

Rudr oagin

To call someone’s blufr
because you behcveme) are lying. For example, if your friend is

to make someone prove something,

his bank statement would be “calling his bluff” - you're chal-

lenging him o prove that what he is say

2 s true.
This expression comes from poker, in which a player can stay
in the game by pretending that he has beter cards than he really

does. When you make someone show their cards 1o reveal the

real situation, you are “celling their bluff.”
45~ WAKE-UP CALL- s@iogo Scinb, Tr50s.

“A wake-up call” s a sign or signal that alerts you to danger,
or (0 a bigger problem:

“The fatal car aceident 2= last week was a wake-up call for
teenagers regarding the dangers of texting while driving."
K80 wbhS S4B @R Jix DS o IgH
AESH TYOE.

(This expression comes from the practice of staying at a hotel

and asking the receptionist to call your room at a specific time to
wake you up. Most of us don’t do this anymore since we hav

alarm elocks and cell phones! So the idiom is just used for some-

6 - A CL

SE CALL- §636 3o

This expression has two meanings:

I a sports game or competiton, if the difference between the
winner and the others s (or will be) very small:

“Currently, 49% of voters support Smith and 51% support
Jones. This election is going 10 be a close call.™ (558708
9%ty BE & sostgod, 51 % & ®
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When something bad élmos: happened, but idn’ happen
1t was a very close call - the firemen pulled her out of the
burming car just a few minutes before it exploded.”- SO
5 DeodSS08 Brfore $i 5 DD wwot 36
DS s PHE Wod wcbbits bk,

#7-GOOD CALL- $00 g0, 00 66iss

A good callis a good d MWhen it’s a
hot day and one of your friends suggests getting ice cream, you
could sy Good call” e s god ew= 8 e

B4 Sos & HTod oF fo SusihmEnsos, 5o
Hod 6658 o N 35 Hod Mdbo (Good call) D
sotr.

ion or good id

(Or you're going to an interview, and you decide to le
~ and then you get delayed hecause.

of bad traffic, but because you lef early, you stll get o the inter-

home earlie than nes

iy

view on fime. You could say “1t was a good call o leave a little

carly” because it was a good decision.)
# — CALL DIBS / CALL SHOT GUN- %833
Sl Fob.
Call dibs is an informal way to claim something for yourself”
Verbally. If there’s just onz slce of pizza left over from last ight,

You might say to your roommates, “I call dibs on the last piece
of pizzal” in order to claim or reserve it for yourself.

One specific form of this is to call shot gun, which means to
claim the front seat of the car next to the driver. So if you and
three other people are going in a car and you want to rde in front
(but not drive), you'd say I call shotgun.” These are slang terms,
very informal

49~ CAT CALL- oiones p 3 oty Scbiio.

The verb cat call is when someone (typically a man) makes
comments or whistles 10 a woman passing by, to show sexual
interest

Every time she walks by that comer, she gets catcalled by
the guys waiting for the bus.™ Sexip Hooe 62 3t 66
6, 55 80 Rond H¥) Lo SHH SETe deps
s Sabigotr

410 LAST CALL- 50 oo, 558 b

Last callis the last chence to do something or get something.
Atan airport, you might hear an announ
flight 128, meaning it's the last chance 1o get on the p

ment like “Last call for

before it le
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